


[eprpépera Kevipirng Makedoviag
Awaoxilovtag tnv
IMeprpeperarn Evotnta Zeppwv

Bouvd, motdapia kar maparétaporl, Afpveg xar koiAaseg,
papdyyta Kair kaurot ouvBétouv éva torio Ayvwoto yia
Tou¢ TIoAA0UG. Me tn yovipdtepn yia moAAoug nedidda tng
BaAkavikng xepoovnoou, Tov 8aoiké mAouto kat g abpd-
€ EMOKEYELG TWV PETAVAOTEUTIKWYV TIOUALWYV, TNV dpBovn
kat 18iaitepn e€npepwpévn xtnvotpogia kat tmyv 1x6uo@o-
pa Aekavn twv ekPoAwv tou Zrpupdva. Me ta 10Topika po-
vaotnpla, Toug TUpyous Kal Tig ekkAnoieg tou Bulavtiou,
TG apxaieg TOAEIG Kal TOUG 10TOPIKOUG TOTIOUG, KAl TAUTO-
Xpova HE ToUg 0pelvoug dYKoug, To Vepo Kal Tnv otopia va
elvar 1o medio e€€AIENG VEWV Spaoctnplotntwy avayuxng.
Me Biabpopég yia medoug xat odnAdteg, avappixntég Kat
TIayoavappixntég, puolka Aoutpd Kal yaotpovopia pe xa-
paxtipa, n [Tepipepetaxn Evétnta Leppwv Ba amoteAéoet
pia peydAn éknAnén yia 6Aouc.
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‘E6pa tng opwvupng Iepipeperiaxng Evétntag n moAn twv Zep-
pwv, n T6AN pe ta “xiAdla ovépata” emwbnke petafl dAAAwv
wg Zipig, Sirae, Lippaiwv méAwg, Sarxa, Xéppa, Léppag, Serisk,
Siruz, Ceres, Saras, ta Zéppag Kal MpooPpAatws we Xéppeg, Ppi-
oketal avdpeoa o povadikn Afpvn Kepkivn xat oto 8aocog
Tou AdiAld, oTIG 1APATIKEG TINYEG TOU L1SNPOKACTPOU, Tou AyKi-
otpou Kat tng Niypitag, kovtd oto 10topikéd oxupd tou PoureA.
Ta amopewvapia tou apxaiou KAOTPOU Kal N TIEPITEIXIOPEVN
AxpdémoAn paptupouv t Siapkn Unap&n g méANG péoa otoug
atwveg. ITéAn tou MakebovikoU BaoiAeiou eixe tnv i61a tixn

He 1g untdAoireg dAeig tng MakeSoviag, mepvwvtag ota xépia
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TwVv Pwpaiwv k1 amné exei otwv Bulavtiviv akoAouBwvtag e
SraAeippata ZAaBikng, BouAyapikng kat Evetikng katoxng tmy
mopeia 1pog tnv OBwpavikn katoxn tg. Bulavtvoi vaoi tng
[MaAaroAdyiag mepiédou tou Bulavtiou paptupolv tov apxite-
KTOVIKO TtAoUTto, Kal éxi pévo, tou TapeABovtog. Ilepinyntég
Tou Meoaiwva v meptypd@ouv wg pia {wvtavn, pooepn kat
opopen TOAN, [le KEPALOOKETIEG Kal TpexoUeva vepd oe KABe
ywVid Kal av onpepa n moAn, apxitektovikd, de poldlel oe ti-
TIoTa HE TIG TIEPLYPAPES AUTEG, 0 PeydAog veavikdg Kat (poitnti-
K6¢ MANBuopég Tng v Kpatdel e€ioou Jwvtavn, 181aitepa TG
vuxteg, oe nAateieg, mdpka kai nmeoSpdpoug Tou PprAogevouv
TNV EUMOPIKN KAl KOWWVIKN {WwN Kal 0€ XWPOUG avayuxng,
TIEPLPEPELAKA TNG TIOANG.
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Mropei n Afpvn Kepxkivn, n AppinoAn, to ZrmAato AAiotpdng,
1o AutokivntoSpépio kat ta Avw ITopéia va kAéBouv amd tn
ouvoAlkn eikéva g llepipepelakng Evétntag Zeppwyv, Spwg
1600 N TMOAU Jwvtavn TOAN twv Leppwv, 600 Kal n Aydtepo
yvwotn avatoAikn kai Bépeia mAeupd g Iepipepeiakng Evé-
ntag, kpUPRouv eXMANEELS Yia autoug Tou AatpeUouv Tig on Kat
off road &iadpopiéc.

Ia va xataAdfeig 6t o témog autég eivar mpaypatikd aved-
VTANTog o€ pépn Kat eprelpieg ki 6t oe KAOe x1AdpeTpo mou 61-
aoxilerg propei va oe mepipével kat pia dAAN peydAn €kmAnén,
pia peydAn mpoKrAnon, ou Pe TN o€1pd TNG 0ou {nTdel Ki AAAEG
S1adpopéc kat oou untdoxetal Kt AAAeG eKTTANEELG, TIPETIEL va TOU

aplepwoelg Tov Xxpévo Tou tou agilel.
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To atéAeiwto pdotvo mou tnv TiepiBdAAel 1oopporei 1o dpbovo
topévro. To mavépop@o mdpkro twv Ayiwv AvapyUpwy, pia Ka-
Tarnpdolvn meploxn He XePAppous, TAATdvia Kal pia TeXvnin
Alpvn, aAAd xat n katdeuin meploxn tou Aylou Iwdvvn ota
mepixwpa g MOANG, Pe Ta tpexoUpeva vepd Kat Toug Katappd-
Kteg. Opoppn n B€a tng méANng ard tnv AkpdérmoAn, pe tov [Tup-
yo tou Opéotn kat tn Budavuivn ekkAnoia tou Ayiou NikoAdou.
Ayootd ta 1otopikd Ktipia tou apeABovtog, n kevipikn [TAa-
teia EAeuBepiag pe to Mmeleotévi - n eviumwolakn KAE10TN
ayopd tou 150u aiwva érou oteyaletal to ApxaloAoylké Mou-
oefo - Tepévn kat ixvn tng OBwpavikng mapouasiag, KAToEg
napadoolakég katoikieg Kal veokAaoikd, dnudoia xtipia, aAdd
Kal 0 eviuTiwolakog Bulavtivég vads twv Ayiwv Oeodwpwy, n
maAid MntpdémoAn, Tpoo@Epouy onpepa autn tny aiobnon tou
mapeABévtoc.

Ta pouoeia tng, n wvtavn vuxtepivin {wn, to 8doog tou AdiAia
He 1o X10vodpopikd tou KEVTIpo Kal to opelpatikd Katagpuylo
avadelkvuouv Ty TOAN TwVv LePPWV O QUTOVOLO TOUPLOTIKO
TIPOOPIOPO Yia 600U ayarouV TIG Xelpepiveg dpaotnpidtnieg
Kal TG opelveg S1adpopég oe ouviuaopd pe 1o TIOAITIOKO uTtd-
BaBpo kat tnv apouocia piag mOANG.

Tautéxpova, oe pion wpa Spdpo mpog kaBe kateuBuvon Ppi-
okovtal térot avefaviAntol oe aflobéata kai eprelpieg. Bouvd
dpoppa Saocwpéva, évag arnépaviog KAUMog, 10Topikd kat Bpn-
okeutikd onpeia kal pvnpeia, éva xiovoSpopikd Kévtpo, edia

avappixnong xal modnAatikég S1abpopég, povorndria, ToALTL-
otuka Spwpeva, yaotpovopia kat owvorioleia, maAalovioAoyikd
eupnpuata, Beppd puoikd Aoutpd, Siaokédaon, vepd, don, mAa-
tdvia xai éAata, ormmAaia, eupnpata and tn veoAlBikn emoxn,
Hia euon 1ou aAAGdel pUOLOAOYIKA JE TIC ETTOXEC.

O urépoxa Saowpévog AaiAidg, Bopelodutikd tng tOANG, pie 6éon
TeUkNG Kat o§1ag mou ¢ptdvel ota 1.849 pétpa, elvar évag ma-
VELOPPOG TOTIOC L€ TOV ZPAyvavd, £vav aAalofotavikd Xwpo
kat Atatnpntéo Mvnpeio tng dUong, pe 1o x10voSpopikd tou
kévtpo otn Bépela mAeupd tou Kat Atyo Tio Tiépa pe to ice park
kat 1o nedio mayoavappixnong yia toug Adtpelg Twv extreme
SpOrts Kal TV XaunA®V Beppokpaciv.

Bépela tng méANg twv Xeppwv 1o LiSnpdKaotpo Je 1o avepo-
Sappévo Bulavtivé tou Kdaotpo, Snplovpynpa tou BaoiAeiou
Tou BouAyapoktévou, Xtiopévo otnv Kopu@n Tou ypavitéviou
Bpdxou kal ta iapatiké tou Aoutpd Alyo mo mépa, eival ta §o
onpeia yia ta omoia eivat mo yvwotdg o té1mo¢ autdg, pa Kat
yla toug {ow¢ Kat maykoopiwg povadikous KatappdKieg twv
Ceotwyv vepwv. EAdxiota xiAdpetpa mo mavw, Ppiokovtat ot
800 xatappdkteg mou KataAnyouv oe pia kataBdéBpa xat pua
ommnA1d, pe to vepd toug va pnv mégtel Kdtw ard toug 23 Bab-
potU¢ KeAoiou. Ki dAAotl aképn o mévw, o UokoAol va toug
®Bdoeig, mavw otov «Maupo Bpdxo», k1 dAAol aképn otig Koi-
1e¢ tou Kpouoofitn motapou. [Mavépopen n B¢a and tnv xo-
pupn tou Kdotpou tou kaurmou tou Ztpupdva mou armAwvetal
kat g Kepxkivng.
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Kat Afyo o Bépela tou Zibnpo-
Kdotpou, 6imAa otnv KolAada |
Tou Ztpupdva Tou épxetatl and |
n yertovikn BouAyapia, n eu-

pUtepn TiEPLOXN NG Oeppormn-

VNG, TIOU €UTUXNOE Va aroteAel

évav onpavuko térmo maAaio-

VTOAOYIKNG €peuvag, 6tav oAU -

npéoparta, tuxaia, Bpédnkav ta
TPWTA TIAAAlOVToAoYIKA eupn-
pata. H ouvéxela tng épeuvag
€pepe Kal TePLOOOTEPA ATIOTE-
Aéopata, wote o oo va Bew-
peital éva mebio épeuvag.

Méoa oto maAid oxoAeio tou
Xwplou, €éva  ouvapractikéd
flash back otnv maAatovto-
Aoyikn maviba tng Teploxng,
7.000.000 xpdévia mpv. Evtu-
TWOolaKA eupnpata, e To Ho-
vadiko, o TMANPEG TayKoopi-
wg, Kpavio evég yiyavtuaiou
{wou @utopayou Tmepittoda-
KtUAou tou Aéyetal AykuAoBn-
plo, va Kkepdilel T1G EVIUTIWOELG.
AAAG xar ndpia, KapnAorap-
8dAeig, pvokepotl, aypiéxolpot,
yaZédeg, avuAdmeg, paxaipddo-
VTEG... O€ H1d €épeuva TIoU akdun
KaAd kpartel.

AirmAa oxe6év otn Oepponnyn
01 OTOEG TWV 4 XIAIOPETPWY, TOU
OXUPWHATIKOU OUYKPOTALATOG
Katd pnkog twv eAAnvoBoul-
YOAPIKWV OUVOPWY, OTN OTEVW-
né tou PoumeA. Mia unéyeia
otod e avamapaoctdoelg twv
HOXWV Kal TwWV HaXNTWV ToU
Kpdtnoav to oxupd otov B’
[Maykéopio ITéAepo kat ev to
eykatéAelpav Tmapd  povaxa
petd n ouvBnkoAdynon.

Kai otn ouvéxeia tou PourmeA
Katd pnKog Twv ouvopwyv Ta-
pAAANAa pe Tn ouvoploypappn,
10 Aykiotpo, pe to Bulavtivéd
AOUTPO TOU Kal TN PUOTNPLIAKN
Tou atpéopaipa va mapapével
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n idia yia 10 aiwveg topa. AUTKG NG TIOANG TwV LePPWIV, Ot
eTOXéG PUAQVe SlapopetikéG e1k6veG yia ta Avw ITopdia kat
v gupUtepn mieploxn g Aijpvng Kepxkivng.

Me 300 €ién mouAiwv kal komddia vepofoufaiwy, ou épta-
oav otnv EAAGSa mpiv ané pepikols alwveg, £0woav toug to-
mKoU¢ TANBUCHOUG oti¢ SUOKOAEG TIEPIOBOUG TNG PTWXELAG
Kal mépaocav oty agavela t dexaetia tou 1950 Inpepa ot
vepoPBouBaldot yepilouv £avd tig é6x0eg tng Kepkivng. Me on-
HAVTIKN TIapoucia apmaktiKwy Kal KUPLoG eUpwTIaikGg tommog
TwV apyuporieAekdvwy, n Tieploxn anoteAei ané pévn g pua
oAoKANpwpévN eurmelpia mapatnpnong, enaeng pe t euon,
v akpaia xAwpida xai ta udduva otoixeia, kKaBwg Kai 16Mog
OPEIVWV KAl OUVARA TIAPAAIVIWV YAOTPOVOUIKWY EPTIELPLOV.
Ané tov mavépoppo opevd oikiopd Avw IMopdia, Eekivouv kat
ot 6popgeg TeloTOPIKEG 61a8popég yia TNV Kopupn tou Mré-
Agc.

AvatoAikd g néANg twv Leppwyv, o LrmAato tng AAotpdng,
o€ J1a Teploxn Tou xapaktnpiletar and mAnbwpa ormAaiwy,
elvar opyavwpévo xai emokeYipo Kat anoteAei éva amnod ta pe-
yaAuUtepa xai onpavukétepa onnAata tng Eupwmng.

AinAa oto ommAato g AAotpdtng Eexivdel to papdyyt tou
motapou Ayyitn, éva pikpd aAAd eviunwolakd gpapdyyl, eUKo-
Aa Batd oe peydAo pépog tou, pe Sidomapteg Ppaxoypapieg
tou 5ou p.X. aiwval va avamnapiotouv reig, aypia {wa Kat
to&oéteq. KateBaivovtag mpog tn 8dAacoa, poipacpévo os 8Uo
[Mepipeperarég Evdtneg, 1o “xpuoapévio” Bouvd KATIOTE, TOTIOq
Twv Alovuolakwv Bidowv kat tou pavteiou tou Alovioou pe
toug Ttepipnpouc 1epeic - Adtpelg ta AeURwV aAdywy, TéTog tng
BifAlag Xwpag xat tou BipAwvou oivou, témog tng Iotopikng
Movng g Eikoowpoviooag, to 6pog Ilayyaio, gpiAofevei dpa-
oTNPLOTNTIEG TOU ONPEPA o€ €va Tavapxalo 10topikoé unéBabpo.
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Kai akéun voudtepa, otn BdAacoa kovid mAéov, Bpioketal n
apxaia méAn tng AppinoAng. IT6An tou MakeSovikoU BaoiAei-
ou, 0To Tépacpa tng petayevéotepng Eyvatiag o8ou, e€aopd-
Ae tov éAeyxo Tng evBoxwpag Kat tou mAoutou tou [Tayyaiou.
Aro €8 mépaoce o AméotoAog [TauAog kab’ 066v yia tn Ogo-
oalovikn, €8 BpéOnkav EAAnvVioTikéG Kal Pwpdikég katoikieg,
paxkedovikoi TAQOL KAl ONPAVTIKEG TIAAQIOXPIOTIAVIKEG EKKAN-
oleq. Me tov pnpiopévo Aéovia va OTéKel ayépwxog otny eioo-
80 ¢ méANG kai tov veoavaokapévia Adépo Kaotd.

Kai o Bulavuvég ITupyog tou Mappapiou cupmAnpwvel ty
apxaia méAN ¢ ApeinmoAng pe TNV aKpn tng va avtikatorpi-
Cetal ota pvnpelakd g Kuipia, ota yneidwtd ddneda xat 1g
TO1XOYPAPiES.




Alwveg TioAitiopou & 10topiag

Ardortaptog 6Aog o témog tng Iepipepeiaxng Evétntag Zeppwv
L€ apxaloAoyikoUg XWpoug, pouceia Kal akpormdAelg, mapmoAa
YAUTTTd, apXITEKTOVIKE, XpNOTIKA Kal pn §1akoountikd Kat ap-
XITEKTOVIKA uTtoAgippata and v apxaidétnta Kai to Buldvtio,
€w¢ xal v OBwpavikn katoxn. Me yloptég xat mavnyupia,
pe ta Avaotevépila otnv Ayia EAévn mou Siatnpouv €wg on-
pepa autouola Kat {wvtavd Aatpeutikd otoixeia tng apxaiag
Aatpeiag tou Alovioou, kat to Alovuolakd yAévu tng ['uvaiko-
Kpatiag, péxpt xat g Sidomapteg kapvaBalikég yloptég, eivat
otyoupo 61 o TtAoUtog tou 8e Ba oag apnoet adidpopoug. Ki-
oveg Kal Klovokpava, TAaiola Bupwv Kat apXIiteKTtovikd péAn
Kataokevaopéva ard pdppapo i iwpdAibo. Me tov [Tupyo tou
Opéotn va deomdlel mavw amd v TOAN Twv ZePPwy, To Zi-
Sepévio Kdotpo, épyo tou Baoilelou tou BouAyapoktévou va
0toAilel 1o Z16npdraotpo. AAAG kat pe Aéov twv 40 Bulavti-
VWV BpnoKeEUTIKWV pvnpueiwy, vaoug, HOVES Kal HETOXIA, AOKN-
Tapld Kal omnAaloekAnooiég, pe eAdxiota 6pwe amnd avtd va
elvar onpepa emoxkéyipa. Toug Bulavtivoug apuvtikoug mup-
youg tou Xtpupdva kat 1o povadikd otov EAAnvikG xwpo Bu-
Zavuvé Aoutpd. Noutpd oe xprion akdun, delypa tou Koopkou
Kat vAiotikou BuZavtiou.

Evéc BuZavtiou mou n mapouocia tou oe 0An tnv Ilepipepeia-
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kn Evétnta unnp&e diaxpovikd moAu onpavtikn. To BuZdvtio
tipnoe v mapoucia tou autn pe onpavtkd oikoSopnparta,
TIOAAQ €K TwV oTtoiwv Tapapévouv 6pbia Kat akdun pe éviovn
dpaotnpiétnta.

210 KEVTpo NG TIOANG Twv ZeppwVv n ITaAaid MntpdéroAn (Ie-
pé¢ Nadg Ayiwv Oeobwpwv) xtiopévn dvw oe epeima malai-
oxplotiavikoU vaou to 1124}, og pubud opboywviag BactAkng.
Ztnv mupkaytd tou 1913 kataotpdpnke 10 E0WTEPIKSO TNG ON-
pavukétatng autng BaolAikng, aAAd owletal éva ynpidwtd
mou artelkovilel tov Atméotodo AvEpéa kal ta xépia tou Arto-
otéAou NAoukd. Zta avatoAlkd tng moAng, to Movudpilo tou
Ayiou l'ewpyiou tou Kpuovepitn avapépetar yia mpwn gopd
10 1298! og xpuodBouro tou AvEpdvikou B'. Lto tépumio tng
untépxouv 8Uo e1koveG pe peydAn apxatodoyikn afia: n eikéva
g [Navayiag tng Bpepoxpatovoag 1 tng [Tavidvaocoag aré to
1694! xai n eikéva tou Xpiotou [aviokpdatopa.

[Tdvw otnv akpdtmoAn twv Zeppwyv, évag akéun Bulavtivég
vaég, Tpikoyxog pe tpoulo, xtiotnke 1o 1339! kai otnv Kpumn
ToU Bpédnkav Asiyava Kat 0otd, Ve o1 avackapég Epepav oto
PW¢ {Xvn ToXOYPAPIOV Kal Koppdtia Koopnpdtwyv arnd v
emoxn twv ITaAatoAdywv.

H i8puon tng akpdmoAng autng tormobeteital xpovika otov 90
aiwva, étav o autokpdropag Niknpdpog ®wkdag Snptolpynoe
v oxUpwon tng 1noAng. To omoudaidtepo onpepa owldpevo
ktiopa g eivat o Upyog Tou uPwvetal oto SUTIKG AKpo tou
TEUKOPUTOU Adpou Kal eival yvwotdg we [Tupyog tou Opéotn.
Zhpepa to Uyocg tou eival mepimou 18 pétpa, aAAd uroloyile-
Tal 61l apxikd éptave ota 20 pérpa Kal anoteAoUoe 10 TeAEU-
taio onpeio duuvag oe Tiepinmtwon 1ou o £x0pd¢ kKataAdppave
NV akpOTIoAN.




Byaivovtag amé tnv nméAn propeite va kateubuvBOeite mpog tnv
Iepd Movn Tipiou ITpodpdpou,éva Baupdoio pvnpeio ulavi-
VNG téxvng (oe andotaon 10 xAp. Amé tnv mdAn), TOU XPOvo-
Aoyeital ard 1o 1270 O revipikdg vadg eival AIBOKTIoTog pe
Bulavtivég toixoypapieg kat EUAGyAuTITo téuTAo tou 18041,

Mia dAAn onpavtikin povn, votloavatoAlkd twv Xeppwv Kat
navw oto Iayyaio, eivar n Iepd Movn INavayiag tng Eikoot-
poivicoag. Me ta mpwta tng ixvn va eviomnilovtal tov 50 p.X.
aiwva Kat pe 6Aeg g taAatnwpieg mou uméotn oto Tépacpa
TWV AlWVWYV, TN Jop@n 1ou tn PAémoupe onpepa undpxel and
10 1967'. Noudtepa, évag onpavikotatog Xwpog e apxaloAo-
VK4, malaloxpiotiaviké kai fulavuva pvnpeia, n ApginoAn,
ouvdéetal 1600 Pe 1o TEA0G TNG yevidg tou MeydAou AAe€dv-
8pou, 600 Kal pe 1o T€Aog Tou pakeSovikoU Kpdtoug Kat mpo-
opata npbe otnv emkaipdnta Xdpn oTIG ONPAVIIKEG ApXalo-
AOYIKEG avakaAUWelg pe eTKEVTIPO €va EVIUTIWOLAKS TAPIKO
pvnpeio otov Adpo Kaotd.

Avdpeoa ota supnpata meptAappdvovial tunpata uteppeyE-
Boug Aéovta UPoug 5,37 p. ard tov 4o aiwval, dnpdola ktiplia
Kal 181wTiKEG Katoikieg, peydAo pépog tng vekpdToAng Kat 1epd
g apxaiag éANG. LTov XWPo tng akpOToANng, TIoU TIpOoTATEU-
dtav arod teixn tou 4ou-50u atwval, éxouv Ppebei téooepig Tpi-
KALTeC BacIAKEG TwV 50U-60U alwVwV S1aKOOUNPEVEG PE pap-
Hapéotpwta Kat Ynpidwtd ddmneda kabwg K1 évag mepikevipog
vaég tou 6ou atwval, evw €€w amd ta teixn aropeivapla duo
BuZavtivwv TUpywY, 0 évag ek twv oroiwv xtiotnke 1o 13671
[Tiow otnv TOAN twv Zeppwv TdAAL, oto MntporoAttikd Mé-




yapo, oteydletar 1o EkkAnowaotuiké KemunAwapxeio tg Mn-
TpomoAng Zeppwv Kat Niypitag. [MepiAapfdaver petafulavuvd
exBépata peydAng 1otopikng agiag, arnd popntég elkdveg péxpl
XPUOOKEVTINTA Qupla Kai apyupd okeun. Avdpeod toug n €1-
k6va g [Mavayiag O6nyntpiag tou 14ou aiwval, Vo Seoro-
TKéG e1kOveG tou Xpiotou Tlavtorkpdtopa kal tng [Navayiag
Bpegpoxkpatovooag amnd tnv 1epd povi Tipiou [poSpdpou, dUo
€1IKOVEG TéPMAOU Tou Xpiotou ITaviokpdrtopa kat tng Iavayiag
Bpe@oxpatovooag tou 160u aiwva amd tnv maAld pntpémoAn
g TOANG Kal pia eikéva rpookuvntapiou, épyo tou Alovuoiou
tou ek Poupvd, amd tov vad tou Ayiou Avtwviou. Ztnv nméAn
péoa Bpioketal xat 1o Aaoypapiké Mouoeio Twv Zapakatod-
vwv, oto oroio, péoa arméd ondvia ekBépata, mapouoialovial n
Zwn, n téxvn aAAd kat o1 Ttapadooelg Twv Lapakatodvwy ard
v enoxn tou MeoomoAépou péxpt 1o téAog tng Sekaetiag tou
’40. 'Onwg emiong Kat to Aaoypa@iké Mouceio twv BAdxwyv,
oto oroio, eKT6¢ Twv ekBepdtwy, Bpioketal kal pia agidAoyn
avarapdotaon ovtd ard BAGXIKo oritl.

H Mepipeperarn Evéotnta Xeppwyv grhogevel OBwpavikd pvn-
Reia mou Bewpouvtal amd ta apxaidtepa tng Eupwnng kat and
Ta onpavukdtepa oto €i8o¢ ToUg, apXITEKTOVIKA Kal 10TOPLKA.
rxe66v povadikd otov EAAadikéd xwpo, amd ta teAsutaia tng
mpwipng OBwpavikng reptédou, amoteAoUv pikpd delypa twv
60wV KAarote n OAN @iAogevouoe. To ApxaloAoyiké Mouoeio
oteydetal onpepa otnv KArmote KAelotn ayopd tng ITAateiag
EAeuBepiag, to Mneleotévi, otnv maAid ayopd, éva peydAo
opBoywvio ktiplo pe €61 BOAoug. Xto Apxaioloyiké Mouoeio
Bpiokovtal eupnpata aré t Méon kat v Yotepn NeoAlBikn
eroxn, tnv Tlpdipun kat v Yotepn Emoxn tou XaAkou, aréd
Toug 70 Kal 60 péxpl kat tov 4o m.X. aiwval, toug Pwpaikoug
Kat tou¢ EAAnviotikoUg xpévoug aAAd kat tn Bulavtivin Moxn.
Kovtd oto pépa twv Ayiwv Avapyupwy, to T¢api Mexpét Mrén,
xtiotnke 1o 1492 amnd tov Mexpét Mrén kat eival to peyaAu-
TePO Kal apxaiétepo téapi twv Zeppwv. MdAiota kat Adyw ng
OHO10TNTAC TOU HE XPLOTIaVIKOUG vaoug, ot eppaiotl To ovopd-
ouv «Ayla-Zopia».

To ZwtQpAil Tlapi xtiopévo ota téAn tou 160U aiwval, Bew-
peital éva and ta pia onpavukdtepa oikoSopnpata-pvnpeia
TwV ZeppwV. TETPATAEUpO, 1€ B1LIPOPN OTOd KAl EVIUTIWOLAKO,
aroteAel onpelo avagopdc otnv moAtioukn {wn g moAng,
apou otov eowtePtké atobavtikd kal kaAaiobnto xwpo tou ei-
Aofevouvtal afldAoyeg KAAAITEXVIKEG EKENAWOELG.

‘Eva axépn tdapi, to Mouotapd Mrnén t¢api eival amd ta peya-
AUtepa twv BaAkaviwv, xtiopévo to 15197, pe moAu 18iaitepn
TaAald apX1TeKTovikn Kat téAog to Eoki Xapdy, pe éva tunpa
TOU KATEOTPAPPEVO Kal To UTIOAOLTO eYKIPwTIONEVO Og oglpd
Kataotnpdtwyv. Mévo o tpoUAog Tou avspikou Aoutpou propet
va yivel avuAnrég arnd tov EMOoKENTN autoU ToU KATIoTE eViu-

TIwolaKoU Aoutpou.
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Movordua kat S1adpopég yepdteg
TEPITETEL

H Mepipeperaxn Evétnta Zeppwv eKmMANooeL... kat eivai ofyou-
po 61 Ba oag exmAngel pe tig Suvatétntég tng yia éva mAndog
umnaiBpiwv xar pn Spactnplotntwv. Xto 18iaitepou puolkoy
KAAAoug 8doog tou AdiAid (og arndotaon 25 xAp. amné tnv méAn)
pe 0&1é¢ xat Tevka, oto épog Bpovtou (1.849 p.), 6mou PBpioke-
Tal KAl N 1o UYNAN Kopu@n He TN payeutikn 6éa otov Kduro.
[Tepimou oto kévtpo tou Adilid Ppioketal o Zpayvwvag, évag
maAatofotavikég xwpog pe apbova vepd Kal XwWpoug ava-
Wuxng, o omoiog €xel avaknpuxtei «Atatnpntéo Mvnpeio tng
duong». Ztn Bépela TAEUpA TNG Kopupng Ppioketal to xiovo-
Spopkd kévrpo (1.600 p.), pe pia Baoikn miota pe avafatipa
TIOU Teppatidel otnv XKopupn tou Bouvou Kat dAAn pia peyalu-
tepng SuokoAiag, émwe kat pia miota 6iaBAou. Xtov Baupaotd
udpoPidtomo tng Aipvng Kepkivng, amné tnv dAAn, éva and ta
opop@dtepa pépn g EAAGSacg, aAAd kat éva amé ta xaAutepa
onpeia otnv Eupddmn yia tnv mapatipnon mouAlwy, Tepinyn-
Beite pe ta média, kAvete o81kn Eevaynon n Eevaynon pe Bdpra
Kat kavé. a 6ooug emBupolv kAt mapandvw, urdpxel Kat n
Sduvatdtnta imnaociag mepindtou Kai mePInynong oe 81a8popég
pe nodnAarto. [Tadvw amd tnv Kepkivn pe Béa mpog avtny, pw-
Alaopévog otoug TipoTodeg Tou 6pous MréAeg Kal o UPOHETPO
385 pétpwy, évag mapadoolakdg opevog 01Kiopog, ta Avw ITo-
poia, amoteAel petal AAAwv kat onpeio ekkivnong yia medo-
Topia TPOG TNV KopuPoypappn tou MriéAec.




[TapoéAo tou propel moté va pnv mépace and 1o puaAd oag, o
Zrpupdvag eival k1 autég éva amnd ta EAAnvikd notdpia émou

priopeite va rdvete pd@uyk, Kavo kar kayidk. H Siadpopun
Eexivdel amd tov Npopaxwva kal xataAnyer otn [épupa tou
[Tetpitoiou. ‘Evag axkdépn motapédg dyvwotog kat diaitepog, pe
HNKog 15 XAy, o Ayyitng Bpioketal peta&l twv opelvwv OyKwv
tou Ilayyaiou xat tou Mevoikiou époug. H katappixnon oto
®apayyt tou Ayyitn divel tn Suvatdtnta va Seite T1¢ omnAI€g,
010 €0WTEPIKS TWV OTtoiwV UTIApXouV Bpaxoypagieg mou xpo-
voAoyouvtal and tov 50-60 p.X. aiwval, Kai T Kapdpeg mou
oxnpatifouv ot Bpdxot otig Aayiég tou. Xta 8 Km tou paiav-
8piloviog kat pe katarkdépupa Tpavin Uyoug 50 m gapayyiou,
ol Adtpelg twv extreme sports priopouv va aveBdoouv tnv
adpevaAivn toug kdvovtag rafting. Témog mAoUolog oe vepd,
n [Tepipeperakn Evétnta Zeppwyv diaxpovikd xat oe Bdbog at-
WVwV eixe xat €xel peydAn napddoon otnv eKPETAAAgUON TWV
VEPWV TNG KAl TWV PUOIKWOV TIYWV TNG. YIAPXOUV TPELG PUOL-
KEG, 1apatikég, udpoBepareutikég mnyEg, autég tou Lidnpokd-
otpou, tou Aykiotpou kai tng Niypitag, mou eival opyavwpéveg
Y1 €MOKETTTEG.




M rs'fs

Kat yia toug Adtpelg tng taxutntag, to Autokivntodpopio Xep-
PWV, PE TN HOVASIKN aywVIOTIKN Tiiota otn Xwpa, aAAd Kat ota
BaAxkdvia, mou mAnpoi T1¢ KataoKeUAOTIKEG TIpodiaypapEeg Tng
AeBvoug Opoorovsiag Autokivitou kar tng Aiebvoug Opo-
orov&iag MotooikAétag! KataAappdver pia éktaon 1.000 otpep-
RAtwv votloSutika Twv Zeppwv Kal anéxel PoAlg 10 Aertd and
10 Kévtpo tng méANG. H riota tou autokivntodpopiou éxel prikog
3.186 1. Kat ipodiaypaécg péxpt kat Formula 3.

Ytov okiopd tou IleBeAvou Aettoupyel 1o KwrnAatoSpdyiio,
pa miiota pnkoug 2.500 p. kat mAdtoug 100 ., pe amnoAutwg
npepa vepd, dnAadn pndevikd kupatiopd. Ipoopépetal 1600
WG TIPOTIOVNTIKOG KEVTPO, 600 Kal yia tn Siopydvwon diacuAdo-
VIKQOV aywvwv KwrnAaoiag xat amoteAel aképun éva ouykpiti-
KO mAeovéktnpa tng [epipepelakng Evétntag Zeppwyv, 6e6opié-
vou 6t eival povadikd oe o0AdkAnpn tnv Kevipikn Makedovia,

KaBw¢ kat otnv AvatoAikn Makedovia kat Opdxn.
28

Bépela tng moANg twv
Yeppwv, o 8doog tou
AdilMid exteivetar oe
30.000 otpéppara.

To mavépoppo autd
8doog Tpoopépel Ka-
Tapuylo oe peydAa
BnAaotikd xai mnvd,
omdvia Kat Kowvd. Xto
Kévipo Ttou &dooug
undpxel éva Bavpdoio
Kalr  povadikomaAai-
opotaviké pouceio, o
Zpayvwvag tou Adi-
A1, Tou avaknpuxOn-
Ke «Alatnpntéo Mvn-
peio tng duongy.

Arnelpa povordua pe
6Aoug toug Pabpoucg
duokoAiag, ywa Te-
Comopia  Kal opewvn
mnodnAaoia. Xiovo-
Spoukd Kévipo e
Sduvatédtnta aArmkou
okl kail medio mayoa-
vapplxnong yia toug
TIOAU JUNPEVOUG.
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LEPPES TWV APWHATWV
Kal TwV YeUoEwV

‘Evag térog dtou to vepd, ta Bouvd, to mépaopa tng Pwpdikng
Eyvatiag kai ta mpooguyikd pevpata tou xdploav 10Topikda tov
yaotpovopiké tou TtAoUto, Tov ortoio aképn kpatdel kat e€eAio-
oel. Me ta BouPdAia va éxouv onpavtikn 61axpovikn rapoucia
OTNV TOTIKN yaoTpovopia, tnv Ktnvotpodia, toug opulwveg,
TOUG KATIOUG Kal ta TepifoAta, tn Afpvn xal ta motdpia, va
mapdyouv kat va e§eAdiooouv tnv tormkn Kouliva. AroteAei on-
pepa évav aréd toug onpavukétepoug Eupwrdikolg opuldveg
Kal tautéxpova toro napaywyng BouBaAivav mpoidviwv. Xe
ouv8uaopd pe t peydAn napddoon tng apneloupyiag kat ty
TIAPAYWYN OPEIVWV KINVOTPOPIKWY KAl PUTIKWV TIPOiOVIWY,
N yaotpovoplkn tautdtnta tou onpepa eival 1diaitepa epga-
TIKA OTN XPNon TOTKWV UAIKWV. Ol TIPOOPUYIKEG POEC TOU
mapeABévtog amnd tn Mikpd Aocia kat tov ITévto, n KouAtoupa
Kat o1 mapadéoelg autwv oe ocuvduaopd pe tnv oAU éviovn
Tapouosia NG ToMmKNG mapaywyng é8woe véo xapaknpa ot
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TOTIIKEG TIPOUTIAPXOUOEG YEUOELG KAl YEVVNOE VEEG OUYXPOVES
mapaddoelg.

H Iepipeperarn Evétnta Zeppwv katépOwoe va 100ppoTmoael
yaotpovopikd pe tnv e§€AEn tou xpdvou kail va Snpoupyel
oto onpepa €xovtag tn yvwon tou x0eq. dnupiopévn yia ta
BouBdAla Tng, TOUG arkavédeg Kal tn priouydtoa Zeppwy, dev
TIpérel va Tapalei-
wete, 6tav Ba v
emokePOeite, va nd-
pete kAU amd autd
padi oag. Na eiote
oilyoupot 61, n Ile-
pupepelakn Evétnta
Yeppwv eivar évag
“peydlog” Kai orou-
daiog témog ya “pe-
yé@Aeg” xat omoubai-
e¢ avalntnoeic!
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Region of Central Macedonia
Crossing the Regional Unit
of Serres

In the Regional Unit of Serres mountains, rivers and
tributaries, lakes and valleys, gorges and plains compose
a landscape unknown to many. It features the most fertile
plain in the Balkan Peninsula, forest wealth and numerous
visits of migratory birds, abundant and domesticated
livestock as well as the fish-bearing basin at the Strymon
river estuary. It hosts historic monasteries, Byzantine towers
and churches, ancient cities and historical sites, and at the
same time mountains, water and history becoming the
field of new leisure activities. With routes for pedestrians
and cyclists, climbers and ice climbers, natural baths and
gastronomy with character, the Regional Unit of Serres will
be a big surprise for everyone.

Inside, outside &... around Serres

The town of Serres is the capital of the Regional Unit of
Serres. It is the town with the «thousand names». It was
called Siris, Sirae, Sirra town, Sarxa, Serra, Serras, Serisk,
Siruz, Ceres, Saras, Serras and recently Serres. It is located
between the unique lake Kerkini and Lailias forest, at the
thermal springs in Sidirokastro, Agistro and Nigrita, near
the historic Rupel fort. The remains of the ancient castle
and the walled Acropolis witness the continuous existence
of the town through the centuries. City of the Macedonian
Kingdom. It had the same fate as the other cities of
Macedonia, passing into the hands of the Romans and from
there to the Byzantines following with breaks of Slavic,
Bulgarian and Venetian occupation the path to the Ottoman
occupation. Byzantine temples of the Paleolithic period
testify to the architectural richness, and not only, of the past.
Medieval travelers describe it as a vibrant, cool and beautiful
city, with tiled roofs and running water in every corner. If
today the town bears no resemblance to these descriptions,
architecturally, its large youth and student population keeps
it just as alive, especially at night, in squares, parks and
pedestrian roads that host the commercial and social life
and in recreational areas around the town.



Lake Kerkini, Amphipolis, Alistrati Cave, the Racing Circuit
and Ano Poroia may draw the attention in the overall picture
of the prefecture of Serre. However, both the very lively town
of Serres and the lesser known east and north side of the
Regional Unit hide surprises for those who love on and off
road routes.

To understand that this place is truly inexhaustible in places
and experiences and that in every kilometer another great
surprise may await you, a great challenge, which in turn
asks you for other routes and promises you more surprises,
you have to dedicate it the time it deserves.

The endless green that surrounds it balances the abundant
cement. The beautiful park of Saints Anargyroi, a green area
with torrents, plane trees and an artificial lake, but also
the lush area of Saint Ioannis on the outskirts of the town,
with running water and waterfalls. Beautiful view to the
town from the Acropolis, with the Tower of Orestes and the
Byzantine church of Saint Nikolaos.

Few historical buildings of the past, the central Eleftherias
Square with Bezesteni - the impressive indoor market of
the 15th century where the Archaeological Museum is

housed - Mosques and traces of the Ottoman presence, some
traditional houses and neoclassical ones, public buildings, as
well as the impressive Byzantine temple of Saint Theodoros,
the old Diocese, offer today this sense of the past. Its
museums, lively nightlife, the forest of Lailias with the ski
center and the mountain Shelter make the town of Serres an
autonomous tourist destination for those who love winter
activities and mountain routes in combination with the
cultural background and the presence of a town.

At the same time, in half an hour drive to any direction
there are infinite sights. Beautifully forested mountains, a
vast plain, historical and religious sites and monuments, a
ski resort, climbing fields and cycling routes, trails, cultural
events, gastronomy and wineries, palaeontological finds, hot
springs, entertainment, water, entertainment, caves, finds
from the Neolithic era, a nature that changes naturally as
time goes by.

The beautifully forested Lailias, northwest of the city,
with pine and beech forests that reach 1,849 meters, it is a
beautiful place with Sfagnonas, an ancient botanical site and
a Monument of Nature, with its ski center on its north side
and a little further with the ice park and the ice climbing
field for lovers of extreme sports and low temperatures.
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North of the town of Serres, Sidirokastro with its wuthering
Byzantine Castle, built by Vasilios Voulgaroktonos, on the
top of the granite rock and the thermal baths a little further.
These two are the places for which Sidirokastro is best
known, but also for the unique hot waterfalls. Just a few
kilometers further up you come across the two waterfalls,
ending in a sinkhole and a cave, where the water never falls
below 23 degrees Celsius. And other waterfalls even higher
up, more difficult to reach, on the «Black Rock», and still
more in the riverbeds of the Krousovitis river. From the top
of the Castle, beautiful view to Strymon plain extending to
Kerkini Lake.

A little further north of Sidirokastro, next to the Strymon
valley coming from neighboring Bulgaria, the wider area of
Thermopigi, which was fortunate to be an important place
of paleontological research, when the first paleontological
finds have been found accidentally very recently. The
continuation of the research brought even more results,
and the place is considered a field of research. Inside the
old school of the village, a fascinating flash back to the
paleontological fauna of the area, 7.000,000 years ago.

Impressive finds among which the unique, most complete in
the whole world, skull of a giant herbivorous perissodaktylo
animal called Ancylotherium winning the impressions. Also
horses, giraffes, rhinos, wild boars, gazelles, antelopes, saber-
toothed animals...in a research that still holds up well.

Almost next to Thermopigi you can see the 4-kilometre
arcades and passageways of the fortification complex along
the Greek-Bulgarian border, in the narrow Rupel passage. An
underground arcade featuring representations of the battles
and fighters who held the fort during World War II and did
not leave it until after the capitulation.

And after Fort Rupel along the border, the village of Agistro
with its Byzantine bath and its mystique atmosphere
remaining the same for 10 centuries now. West of the town
of Serres, the seasons hold different images for Ano Poroia
and the wider area of Lake Kerkini. 300 species of birds
and herds of water buffalos, which arrived in Greece a few
centuries ago, saved the local populations during the difficult
times of poverty but sank into obscurity in the 1950s*.




Today the water buffalos are filling the shores of Kerkini
again. Hosting a significant number of predators and being
the main European site of silver pelicans, the area itself is an
integrated experience of observation, contact with nature,
prosperous flora and aquatic elements, as well as a place of
mountainous and lakeside gastronomic experiences.

From the beautiful mountain settlement of Ano Poroia,
the beautiful hiking routes to the top of Beles begin. East
of Serres, in an area characterized by a plethora of caves,
Alistrati Cave is organized, open to visitors and one of the
largest and most important caves in Europe.

Next to the cave of Alistrati, the gorge of the Aggitis river,
a small but impressive gorge, easily passable for the most
part, with scattered rock paintings of the 5th century AD!
representing horsemen, wild animals and archers.




Descending towards the sea, Paggaio Mountain, divided into
two prefectures, once the «golden» mountain, the place of
the Dionysian troupes and Dionysus’ oracle with the famous
priests-lovers of white horses, the place of Biblia Chora
wine, the place of the historic Monastery of Eikosifoinissa,
hosts activities of today in an ancient historical background.
Further south, near the sea, you can see the ancient city of
Amphipolis. City of the Macedonian Kingdom, at the crossing
of the later via Egnatia, ensured the control of the hinterland
and the wealth of Mt Paggaio.

Saint Paul passed through here on his way to Thessaloniki.
Hellenistic and Roman houses, Macedonian tombs and
important early Christian churches were found here. The
famous Lion standing proudly at the entrance of the city
and the newly excavated hill Casta.

The Byzantine Tower of Marmari completes the ancient city
of Amphipolis reflecting its prosperity on its monumental
buildings, mosaic floors and frescoes.
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Centuries of culture & history

The whole area of Serres is scattered with archeological sites,
museums and citadels, numerous sculptures, architectural
monuments, utility and mnon-utility decorative and
architectural remains from antiquity and Byzantium until
the Ottoman occupation. With festivals and feasts, such as
Anastenaria in Agia Eleni that still retain the original worship
elements of the ancient Dionysus’ cult, the Dionysian feast
of Feminism, as well as the carnival festivities, it is certain
that its wealth will not leave you indifferent. Columns and
capitals, door frames and architectural units made of marble
or tufa. The Tower of Orestes dominates over the town of
Serres, the Iron Castle, a work by Vasilios Voulgaroktonos
decorates Sidirocastro. With more than 40 Byzantine
religious monuments, temples, monasteries and metochia,
hermitages and cave churches. However, very few of them
can be visited today. a1




The Byzantine defensive towers at the Strymon river and
the only Byzantine bath in Greece. A bath still in use, a
sample of secular and materialistic Byzantium. The presence
of Byzantium throughout the Regional Unit has been very
important over time. Byzantium honored this presence with
important buildings, many of which remain standing and
are still with intense activity. In the center of the town of
Serres, the Old Diocese (Church of Saint Theodoros) built on
the ruins of an early Christian church in 1124, in the style
of a rectangular basilica.

The fire of 1913 destroyed the interior of this very important
Basilica, but a mosaic depicting Andrew the Apostle and
the hands of Luke the Evangelist is preserved. To the east
of the town, the Monastery of Saint Georgios Kryoneritis
is mentioned in an Andronikos II golden bull in 1298* for
the first time. On the altarpiece there are two icons of great
archaeological value: the icon of the Virgin Mary, holding
Jesus or Pantanassa from 1694! and the icon of Christ
Pantocrator.

On the acropolis of Serres, another Byzantine church, with
three recesses and a dome, was built in 1339! with relics and
bones found in its crypt, while the excavations brought to
light traces of frescoes and pieces of jewelry from the time of
the Palaeologans. The foundation of this acropolis is placed
in the 9th century, when the emperor Nikiforos Fokas created
the fortification of the city. The most important surviving
building today is the tower at the western end of the pine-
covered hill and is known as the Tower of Orestes. Today its
height is about 18 meters, but it is estimated that initially it
reached 20 meters and was the last point of defense in case
the enemy occupied the citadel.

Leaving the town you can head to the Holy Monastery of
Timios Prodromos, a magnificent monument of Byzantine
art (at a distance of 10 kilometres from the city), dating to
1270 The main church is built of stone with Byzantine
frescoes and a wood-carved altarpiece of 1804!.




Another important monastery, southeast of Serres and on Mt
Paggaio, is the Holy Monastery of Panagia Eikosifoinissa. Its
first traces are found in the 5th century AD but has suffered
a lot over the centuries. In the form we see it today it has
existed since 1967™.

Further south, Amphipolis, a very important site with
archeological, early Christian and Byzantine monuments.
It is connected with the end of both Alexander the Great’s
generation and of the Macedonian state. Recently it has come
to the foreground thanks to the important archaeological
excavations on the hill of Casta that brought to light an
impressive tomb. The finds include oversized Leo sections,
5.37 meters high from the 4th century, public buildings and
private residences, as well as much of the necropolis and
sanctuaries of the ancient city. In the area of the citadel,
which was protected by walls of the 4th-5th century?, four
three-aisled basilicas of the 5th-6th century were found
decorated with marble and mosaic floors as well as a central
church of the 6th century!. Outside the walls there are
remains of two byzantine towers, one of which was built in
1367 Back in the town of Serres again, the Ecclesiastical
Heirloom of the Diocese of Serres and Nigrita is housed in
the Diocese Hall. It includes post-Byzantine exhibits of great
historical value, from portable icons to gold-embroidered
vestments and silver utensils. Among them the icon of
Panagia Odegetria of the 14th century!, two despotic icons of
Christ Pantocrator and the Virgin Mary, holding Jesus from
the monastery of Timios Prodromos, two altarpiece icons of
Christ Pantokrator and the Virgin Mary, holding Jesus of the
16th century from the old metropolis and a shrine icon, work
by Dionysius of Fourna, from the church of Saint Antonios.

In the town, the Sarakatsani Folklore Museum hosts rare
exhibits that present the life, art and traditions of the
Sarakatsani from the interwar period to the end of the 40s.
There is also the Folklore Museum of the Vlachs, in which,
besides the exhibits, there is a remarkable representation of
a room in a Vlach house.

The Regional Unit of Serres hosts Ottoman monuments that
are considered among the oldest in Europe and the most
important of their kind, architecturally and historically.
Almost unique in Greece, among the last ones of the early
Ottoman period, they are a small sample of those that
used to exist. The Archaeological Museum is housed today
in the once indoor old market of Eleftherias Square, called
Bezesteni, a large rectangular building with six domes. The
Archaeological Museum contains finds from the Middle and
Late Neolithic era, the Early and Late Bronze Age, from the
7thand 6th to the 4th century BC?, the Roman and Hellenistic
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times but also the Byzantine era. The Mehmet Bey Mosque
was built by Mehmet Bey in 1492! and is the largest and
oldest mosque in Serres. In fact, due to its resemblance to
Christian temples, the citizens of Serres call it «<Hagia-Sofia».

The Zinjirli Mosque, built in the late 16th century?, is
considered one of the three most important Ottoman
building-monuments in Serres. Four-sided with a two-storey
gallery and impressive, it is a reference point in the cultural
life of the city. Several remarkable artistic events are hosted
in its atmospheric and elegant interior.

Another mosque, the Mustafa Bey Mosque is one of the
largest in the Balkans, built in 1519?, with very special old
architecture. Finally, the Eski Hamam, part of it destroyed
and the rest trapped in a series of shops. Only the dome of
this once impressive men’s bath can be perceived by the
visitor today.

Paths and routes full of adventure

The Regional Unit of Serres surprises... It is certain that it
will surprise you with its possibilities for a multitude of
outdoor and indoor activities. In the particularly beautiful
natural forest of Lailias (at a distance of 25 km from the
city) with beech and pine trees, on Mount Vrontou (1,849 m.),
the highest peak with the magnificent view to the plain. In
the center of Lailias you can see Sfagnonas, an old botanical
site with plenty of water and recreation areas, which was
declared a «Preserved Monument of Nature». On the north




side of the peak, you can visit the ski center (1,600 m.). It
hosts one main ski run with a lift going all the way up at the
top of the mountain and another ski run of greater difficulty,
as well as a biathlon piste.

In the wonderful wetland of Lake Kerkini, on the other hand,
one of the most beautiful places in Greece, but also one of the
best places in Europe for bird watching, you can go hiking,
boating, canoeing or have a car ride. For those who want
something more, there is also the possibility of horseback
riding and cycling on bike routes. Ano Poroia, a traditional
mountain settlement, at an altitude of 385 meters, nestled
at the foot of Mount Beles, above Kerkini Lake overlooking
it. It is, among other things, a starting point for hiking to the
ridge of Mt Beles.

Although it may have never crossed your mind, Strymonas
is also one of the Greek rivers where you can go rafting,
canoeing and kayaking. The route starts from Promachonas
and ends at Petritsi Bridge. Another river, unknown and
special, with a length of 15 km, Aggitis is located between
the mountains of Paggaio and Mount Menoiki. Rapelling
down the Gorge of Aggitis gives you the opportunity to see
the caves, inside which there are rock paintings dating to
the 5th-6th century AD?, and the arches formed by the rocks
on its slopes. Extreme sports fans can raise their adrenaline

by rafting along the 8-kilometre-long gorge with vertical
50-metre-high slopes. A place rich in water, the Regional
Unit of Serres has had a long tradition in the exploitation
of its waters and natural resources. There are three natural,
thermal, hydrotherapeutic springs, those in Sidirokastro,
Agistro and Nigrita, which are organized and open to visitors.

And for the lovers of speed, Serres Racing Circuit hosts
the only racetrack in the country, but also in the Balkans,
that complies with the construction specifications of the
International Automobile Federation and the International
Motorcycle Federation! It occupies an area of 1,000 acres
southwest of Serres and is only 10 minutes from the center.
The racetrack has a length of 3,186 m and specifications up
to Formula 3.

In the settlement of Petelinos you can visit the Rowing
Track, 2,500 m long and 100 m wide, with absolutely calm
waters, i.e., zero ripple. It is suitable both as a training center
and for the organization of inter-club rowing competitions.
This is another comparative advantage of the Regional Unit
of Serres, as it is unique in the whole Region of Central
Macedonia, as well as in Eastern Macedonia and Thrace.




North of the town of Serres, the forest of Lailias extends
to 30,000 acres. This beautiful forest offers refuge to large
mammals and birds, rare and common. In the center of
the forest there is a wonderful and unique palaeobotanical
museum, Sfagnonas in Lailias, which was declared a
«Preserved Monument of Nature». Numerous trails of
all difficulty levels for hiking and mountain biking. Ski
resort offering alpine skiing and ice climbing to the very
experienced.

Serres of aromas and flavors

A place where the water, the mountains, the passage of the
Roman Egnatia and the refugee waves have historically
given it its gastronomic wealth, which still exists and
evolves. Buffalos have a significant timeless presence in
local gastronomy. Animal husbandry, rice fields, gardens
and orchards, lake and rivers produce and develop local
cuisine. It is today one of the most important European
rice fields and at the same time a place for the production
of buffalo products. Combined with the great tradition of
viticulture and the production of mountain livestock and

plant products, the gastronomic identity of today focuses on
using local materials. The refugee flows of the past from Asia
Minor and the Pontus, their culture and traditions combined
with the very strong presence of local production gave a new
character to the local pre-existing flavors and birth to new
modern traditions.

The Regional Unit of Serres managed to balance
gastronomically through the evolution of time and to create
the present having the knowledge of the past. Famous for its
buffalos, akanedes and bougatsa, you should not miss to take
some of them with you when you visit it. Be sure that the
Regional Unit of Serres is a «big» and great place for «big»
and great quests!

1. Ynoupyeio MoAttiopot kat ABAntiopou, Koppog «0Oducogagy»
Ministry of Culture and Sports, ODYSSEUS Portal
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